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OUR COMMITMENT
Comprehensive
We build on the pillars of food security—availability, access, use
of food, and stability—to meet interrelated community needs,
including nutrition, commercial marketing, agricultural finance, water
management, and climate change adaptation.

Collaborative
We partner with local organizations, national and state governments,
private businesses, community leaders, international donors, and
universities to find and carry out the best, most lasting solutions to
food security and agriculture shortfalls.

Innovative
We help our clients and partners identify and adapt new,
appropriate technologies to a variety of environments, urban and
rural, making sure our solutions are accessible and replicable.

Rigorous
We leverage in-house analytical capabilities to assess complex
problems, determine impact, and recommend improved actions.

Scalable
Our strategies and solutions are adoptable and cost-effective
because we focus on locally available resources, keeping in mind
social and cultural norms, and adjusting direction through vigilant
monitoring and evaluation.

OUR PRIORITIES
Agriculture and Nutrition
It’s not enough to produce a lot of food.
Abt combines rigorous research with creative
solutions and a strong gender focus to
produce and promote safe and healthy
food, particularly for young children.

Smallholders

Expertise
• Agriculture and Food
Security Policy
• Trade and Investment
• Strengthening
Value Chains
• Nutrition
• Food Safety and
Food Loss
• Climate Resilience
• Monitoring, Evaluation,
and Analysis

Throughout our work with households,
markets, and policymakers, sustainable
impact on small farmers remains paramount.
We help them boost productivity and
business savvy through technical training
and association-building while connecting
them to larger markets.

Agricultural Resilience
Climate change is only the latest risk faced
by small farmers in emerging economies.
We tap expertise, tested mechanisms, and
new technologies to help farmers overcome
uncertainty and threats to water, soil, inputs,
food safety, and availability that challenge
historic coping mechanisms.

WHAT WE DO
Agriculture is not only essential to life but drives trade and prosperity.
Abt’s evidence-grounded, technologically current, and business-savvy
strategies for enhancing the food, feed, and fiber industries target poor,
underserved groups and rural areas while connecting them to proven
approaches and more promising markets.
Our extensive knowledge base, well-trained and experienced staff, and
30-year history in global agricultural development elevate national
and local efforts to overcome challenges in the enabling environment,
along value chains, on smallholder farms, and within communities.
Throughout the developing world, our public and private alliances
generate measurable, lasting, and country-led impacts on hunger,
malnutrition, and livelihoods.

EXAMPLES OF OUR WORK
• For over a decade, Abt has designed vital nuts and bolts of USAID’s food security
strategies, including a monitoring system, feasible indicators, trainings in database
management and performance measurement, and an online data retrieval system.
• In Mozambique, Abt connected large commercial farmers to smallholder associations
to form agribusiness service clusters, providing ongoing training and marketing
support. Results: Over $100 million in smallholder sales, $135 million in new
investments, and higher incomes for 55,000 farming families.
• Abt is evaluating the impact of pilot agricultural innovations in Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia,
Uganda, Vietnam and India, and on brucellosis vaccine development—supported by a
$118 million multi-donor fund—to boost private investment in food security.
• In rural Tanzania, Abt pioneered and adapted new food fortification tools, including
commercially marketed micronutrient powders specially formulated for children
under 5. Abt also introduced “dosifier” machines to enable small and medium sized
processors fortify maize in Feed the Future target regions.
• Abt spearheaded attention to the “triple threat” to African food availability, trade, and
health posed by mycotoxins—a poison affecting several crops—through assessments,
stakeholder workshops, and country-led actions in Tanzania and Nigeria.
• In Tajikistan, Abt introduced new seasonal forecasting every 10 days to better prepare
small and marginal farmers for seasonal planning and equip them to tackle the
vagaries of climate-dependent agriculture.
• In Mali, Abt achieved yield increases of more than 56 percent for millet/sorghum
farmers—a key U.S. Government priority value chain—and introduced a system of
formal contracts to professionalize marketing of staple crops.
• Over 12,000 Dominican small farmers and processors are more globally competitive—
exports soared by 50 percent in four years while in-country sales more than doubled—
after Abt helped them diversify crops, expand production and improve quality.

About Abt Associates
We are a mission-driven, global leader in research and
program implementation in the fields of education,
health, social and environmental policy and international
development. Known for its rigorous approach to solving complex
challenges, Abt Associates is regularly ranked as one of the top 20
global research firms and one of the top 40 international development
innovators. The company has multiple offices in the U.S. and program
offices in more than 40 countries.
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