Education

Rigorous research. Advanced methodologies.
Improved educational outcomes.

Content Expertise
• Adult education and
career pathways
• Career and technical
education
• Child, adult and
family literacy
• Early childhood education
• Early college high schools
• K–12 education
– College preparation
– Educator evaluation
– Extended learning time
– School organization
and reform
– Subject matter curricula
– Student achievement
– Teacher preparation
• Postsecondary education
and graduate education
• Science, technology,
engineering, and
mathematics (STEM)
education

Research Capabilities and
Technical Assistance
• Advanced statistical and
econometric methods
• Cost-benefit analysis
• Experimental and quasiexperimental studies
• Large-scale studies
including national, state
and local evaluations
• Multiple modes of
data collection
• Qualitative research
studies
• Survey design
and sampling
• Technical assistance
and training in
evaluation design and
implementation and state
systems development

Solving More
Than Equations
Abt’s research is far-reaching—from evaluating the
value of early childhood education and identifying
promising innovative K-12 school programs to
encouraging students to pursue careers in the sciences.
Our studies assess model high schools, examine
the characteristics of instruction that best prepare
teachers to teach and students to learn and determine
effective practices to help adults and youth transition
to postsecondary education and employment.

Advanced
Methodologies
Abt applies cutting-edge analytic methodologies—
some of which we have developed—to deliver vital
knowledge to policymakers and practitioners at
federal, state and local levels.

High Standards
We hold our research to the highest principles
of scientific evidence. This ensures delivery of
methodologically sound results to clients seeking
to understand the value and effectiveness of their
education investments and the strategies and
practices needed to improve them.

Our Focus
Early Childhood Education
Abt’s assessments of the effectiveness of national and local programs, including
programs that strengthen children’s numeracy and literacy skills, are aimed at
preparing children to succeed in school. For example, with the University of
Iowa, Abt conducted the first large-scale study of Breakthrough to Literacy,
an early language and literacy curriculum. Partnering with Child Trends, Abt
co-leads the National Research Center on Hispanic Children and Families,
which generates new research to inform policies and programs to better serve
Hispanic children and families.

K-12
Abt has been at the forefront of education research—evaluating the effectiveness
of kindergarten and elementary school curricula; literacy, mentoring and
mathematics programs; and programs to expand learning time and prepare
students for college and careers. Currently, Abt is working on behalf of the
U.S. Department of Education, investigating the implementation and impacts
of targeted strategies to promote college access among high school students
participating in two federal college access initiatives, the Gaining Early
Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Program (GEAR UP) and the
Upward Bound program.

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
Increasing the number of Americans skilled in science, technology,
engineering, and/or mathematics (STEM) is a national priority. Our work
in this area includes evaluating the effectiveness of the National Science
Foundation’s Partnerships in International Research and Education
(PIRE) program in promoting collaboration between U.S. scientists and
engineers and their international peers. Turning our attention to instructors,
we are examining the Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program’s impact
on recruiting, preparing and supporting new teachers in the STEM fields.

Adult Learning
Abt’s adult education research, focused on low-income, low-skilled adults, is
guiding state and local policies and programs in professional development,
interagency coordination, career pathways and adult basic skills instruction.
Internationally recognized, our work also includes providing expert technical
assistance to state and local entities. Recently, Abt designed and implemented
the Oregon Pathways for Adult Basic Skills Transition to Education and
Work Initiative. Currently, we are evaluating a national career pathways
program for low-skilled adults and prisoners in re-entry.

Abt is nationally recognized for our contributions to
landmark studies including Head Start, the Even Start
Literacy Program and the Reading First Impact Study.

EXAMPLES OF OUR WORK
•P
 roviding technical assistance through the Investing
in Innovation (i3) program to ensure that evaluations
of promising education initiatives adhere to the
highest scientific standards.
•E
 xamining the relationship between teacher
preparation experiences and early teacher
effectiveness.
•A
 ssessing the impact of competing smartphone
interventions aimed at increasing the persistence and
completion rates of students enrolled in community
colleges.
•A
 nalyzed the impact of extended learning time on
schools, students and teachers in Massachusetts and
New York City.
•S
 tudied fellowships and training experiences that
prepare STEM undergraduate and graduate students
and postdoctoral fellows for future careers.
•E
 valuated adults’ development of reading skills in
numerous studies.

IN A CLASS OF OUR OWN
Abt Associates is nationally recognized for its
rigorous research, advanced methodologies, and
extensive knowledge of education. For more
than 50 years, our research has helped shape
U.S. education policies and programs and guided
educational improvements for America’s diverse
student populations.

RESEARCH THAT MATTERS
Our work contributes to solving a broad
spectrum of issues—from closing the
achievement gap and reducing inequities in
college access to reducing the number of
struggling readers and high school dropouts.

ALL GRADES OF LEARNING
Abt’s work covers the education continuum—
from preschool to graduate school, and from
informal learning to job-embedded training
and career development. Students served
by the programs we evaluate range from
toddlers to seniors and mainstream learners
to disadvantaged youth and adults.

About Abt Associates
We are a mission-driven, global leader in research and
program implementation in the fields of education,
health, social and environmental policy and international
development. Known for its rigorous approach to solving complex
challenges, Abt Associates is regularly ranked as one of the top 20
global research firms and one of the top 40 international development
innovators. The company has multiple offices in the U.S. and program
offices in more than 40 countries.

About Abt’s
Education Practice
OUR TEAM
Our team is composed of researchers
in education, psychology, economics,
sociology, statistics, public policy and other
related disciplines, committed to improving
educational outcomes for all Americans.

Our Clients
Corporation for National
and Community Service
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
National Science Foundation
U.S. Department of Education
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services
State and local governments

LEARN MORE
Justin Baer, Ph.D.
Education Practice Leader
O: 301.634.1813
Justin_Baer@abtassoc.com

Universities, foundations and
non-profit organizations

www.abtassociates.com
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